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Greetings to Mother Jeanne Mary who 
has travelled many, many miles to join the 
Residents, staff and her own community of 
Little Sisters at her new Home in Newark.  
Although American born, our new Mother 
Superior has spent most of her vocation 
in Southeast Asia.  As a tribute to her 
tenure overseas, the Activities Department 
themed her welcome celebration as “It’s a 
Small World After All.”  The atmosphere 
was filled with joy and laughter as the 
Residents walked Mother Jeanne through 
her international journey from Singapore 
to Delaware. Each step was celebrated 
with songs beginning with “God Bless 
America” (“…home sweet home”), our 
state song, “Our Delaware” and finally a 
comical rendition of “If you knew Susie 
(Newark), like I know Susie (Newark).”  

A heart poster depicting miniature hearts 
of all the 78 Residents names was pres-
ented to Mother Jeanne with the saying, 
“Mother, as our friend, we give you our 
hearts!”  We look forward to sharing her 
experiences and vision with us for many 
years to come.

We are also blessed to have two new 
Little Sisters join our family in August. 
Sr. Sharon of the Sacred Heart, who made 
Profession in June of 2013, cared for our 
elderly family in our Pittsburgh home.  Sr. 
Sharon was raised in Queens, New York 
and taught catechism at her local parish 
church where she was introduced to the 
Little Sisters. Sister fully understood the 
importance of caring for the elderly because 
of closeness to her own grandparents.   We 
welcome Sr. Sharon to our home as she 

assumes her duties with the independent 
Residents in both Sacred Heart and Mary 
Immaculate units.

Our final welcome is special to  
Sr. Rose Marie as she embarks on a “walk 
down memory lane” through New Castle 
County.  As a daughter of a Coast Guard 
officer, Sr. Rose Marie remembers her 
youth growing up in a historical lighthouse 
in Claymont (Cherry Island) and attending 
Padua Academy.  Of course, much has 
changed over the years but her heart 
still recalls the first meetings with her 
community as a young woman discerning 
a religious vocation while visiting the first 
home off Bancroft Parkway. Today, we 
are ever so grateful for her return and re-
engagement with our local community as 
our Development/Collecting Sister.

Mother Jeanne Mary and Resident Trudy Sister Sharon and Resident Rudy Sister Rose Marie and Resident Nancy

WELCOME HOME SISTERS!



Little Sisters of the Poor

We Put Our Trust in God

Sharing their Passion

Throughout the daily struggles of life, be 
it physical or emotional, our faith is often 
questioned with “whys and why nots.” 
One of our Residents (Frances) and her 
family (June and James) has always relied 
on their deep commitment to the will of 
God as they tell their personal story.

Despite my mom’s (Frances) physical 
disability, she has been very independent 
and raised myself and my brother in a 
nurturing and loving environment. After 
my dad passed away, my mom became 
a resident of the Marydale community 
adjacent to Jeanne Jugan Residence 
and continued her normal independent 
activities. Over the years, we noticed a 
decline in mom’s mobility and we knew 

her limitations required extra care.  We then 
applied for admission to the Little Sisters 
home; unfortunately, there were no rooms 
available. Steadfast in our trust in God, we 
prayed faithfully to bless us with a caring 
and loving home for our mom. Our family 
has learned over the years that your prayers 
are always answered but sometimes not 
according to our plan and timeline. During 
one of my church services, the reading said 
to cast your cares upon the Lord. Then and 
there, I let go and gave the need to God. 
Within two weeks, our mom was asked to 
join her new family.

Each and every day, we proclaim the 
power of hope and prayer and our gratitude 
for the excellent care our mother receives.

July 17th was a day for staff, Residents 
and the Little Sisters to show their 
gratitude to all our wonderful volunteers.  
Over 60 volunteers attended the annual 
volunteer Mass and appreciation lunch. It 
was a full afternoon thoroughly enjoyed 
by the volunteers. The kitchen whipped 
up a delicious pasta bar and the volunteers 
received lovely gift bags. 

The event opened with a thank you 
speech from our Volunteer Director, 
Mary Cella. Mary commented that the 
luncheon is the hardest event of the year, 
since we have to do everything without the 
assistance of the volunteers! Our dedicated 
RSVP volunteers (Retired Senior 

Volunteer Program) were recognized by a 
representative from the State of Delaware, 
and a heartwarming video produced by 
University of Delaware students about 
their volunteer experience at Jeanne Jugan 
Residence was shown. 

The room was filled with comradery 
among the volunteers as they shared 
experiences and got to know one another 
better. Thank you centerpieces and posters 
from all the departments were proudly 
displayed: The housekeeping department 
proclaimed, “We appreciate your helping 
hands,” while the nursing department  
expressed a big “Thanks for caring.” The 
activities department lauded the volunteers, 

telling them, “We couldn’t do it without 
you.”  

The Residents and Little Sisters 
entertained the volunteers with amusing 
songs. The volunteers clapped with glee 
as the Residents sang the senior version 
of “My Favorite Things” … Walkers and 
handrails and new dental fittings, etc.!  The 
Sisters sang an animated song about Jeanne 
Jugan’s selfless life; the volunteers laughed 
and were touched at the same time.

Our volunteers demonstrate endless 
support and dedication. They make the day 
a little brighter for the Residents, a little 
easier for the staff and share the love of the 
Little Sisters for the elderly poor.

Resident Frances and daughter June



Then and Now

During the mall renovations. After the mall renovations.

Father praying outside during renovations. The new view of the courtyard after renovations.

JEANNE JUGAN RESIDENCE

The summer of 2014 has been very 
busy at our residence, with simultaneous 
building projects moving forward. Our 
Little Sisters and staff understand the 
importance of building on the quality 
of life for our elderly Residents through 
improvements in both the internal and 
external structure of our Home. Thanks 
to your generous donations and support 
from the local community of foundations, 
we were able to renovate our mall area to 
make it more homelike. In addition, we 
were blessed to have a team of individuals 

who not only created a safe area in our 
existing courtyard, but also a comforting 
and serene haven for all to enjoy during the 
change of the seasons.

Aside from these more noticeable 
projects, we completed installation of a 
new flat roof, new air conditioning units 
for the third floor, repairs to our entrance-
way and parking lot, and reconstruction 
of our second floor balconies. Throughout 
the renovation process, we were very 
fortunate to have our contractors work with 
very little disruption to the daily activities 

of our Home. The Residents watched the 
progress of the projects with rapt interest, 
knowing they will benefit from the 
comfort, safety and environmental changes 
to their Home.   

Glancing at our “before” and “after” 
pictures, you can truly appreciate the value 
of your support, which allows you to share 
in the care of our Residents by helping 
to provide them with comfort and a 
beautiful environment. 

Many, many thanks for being a part of 
our family.



Mother Joseph Caroline

Thank You So Much

The 2014 Swing Fore Seniors Golf OutingAnnual Resident Rock-a-Thon

Upcoming EventsSince this is my last newsletter from 
Jeanne Jugan Residence, I want to take 
this opportunity to express my immense 
gratitude to each and every one of you 
for sharing and caring in our mission 
here in our home. My continuing 
journey takes me to our provincial 
home in Baltimore, where I will assume 
my new duties as Mother Superior.  

Reflecting back over the last four 
years, I truly appreciate how blessed 
our community of Little Sisters is to 
have such passionate individuals like 
yourselves who truly understand the 
importance of providing for those less 
fortunate. Not only have you touched my 
heart with your generosity and kindness 
but also our amazing staff, benefactors, 
AJJ members and volunteers, who also 
share the virtues and values given to us 
from St. Jeanne Jugan. 

Lastly, thank you for giving me many 
memories, which I will take along with 
me in my journey to my new home.  
May you share your continued support 
and passion with Mother Jeanne Mary 
as she takes over her new role as Mother 
Superior of Jeanne Jugan Residence. 
May God bless you as we continue to 
keep you and your families in our daily 
prayer!

A Farewell 
Message

VISIT US AT WWW.LITTLESISTERSOFTHEPOORDELEWARE.ORG

JEANNE JUGAN RESIDENCE | 185 Salem Church Road | Newark, DE 

Because of your participation and support, our Rock-a-thon and Golf Outing 
fundraising events were very successful and enabled us to procure new mattresses 
and beds for our Residents.

Nun Run
Please join us on September 13th at 
Jeanne Jugan Residence.
(9 a.m. Start/ 7:30 a.m. Registration)
Proceeds from this event will help 
with the purchase of a new medical 
transport van.

Annual Spaghetti Dinner
Join us Sunday, November 2 for the Annual Spaghetti Dinner and Fall Harvest 
Festival. This even takes place from noon to 5 p.m. There will be a bake sale, arts 
and crafts, raffles and more. Take outs are available. Hope to see you there.

Fall Harvest $10,000 Raffle 
Fall Harvest Raffle tickets can be purchased for $100 each or two for $150.  
Drawing to be held at the Annual Spaghetti Dinner & Fall Harvest Festival.  
For further information – or to purchase raffle tickets - please call 302-368-5886.


