
Little Sisters of the Poor

Serving the elderly poor in Delaware since 1903.

JEANNE JUGAN RESIDENCE

Winter 2013

A gentle touch, a listening ear, a kind heart, a quiet space, joyful 
laughter … all embrace the charism at “Our Home,” Jeanne Jugan 
Residence. Our 78 family members (Residents) have experienced a 
lifetime of sorrow, hardship and laughter raising their children and 
often their grandchildren. Of course, everyone has their own special 
story, which is readily shared with those near and dear in our home. We 
have learned to recognize and to celebrate their wisdom and encourage 
them to share their gifts with us in our community. 

As Little Sisters, we are blessed to share in the vision of St. Jeanne 
Jugan as we — with your help — create a home for our family members 
where laughter resonates every day and appears in the faces of God’s 

precious gifts to us. In her poem about the elderly, Sr. Gertrude Bernard 
echoes the essence of our Residents:

“…So the face is worn because of the years, It has smiled much — 
has shed many tears! God alone may see what the heart has known, 
Anguish, deception, love alone was shown. The beauty of age is 
wisdom therein...”

 “It truly has been a gift for me to share in the joy of the Little Sisters 
as they care for me and the other Residents on a daily basis. Although 
I visit my children and grandchildren on a regular basis, I feel very 
comfortable returning to my home at Jeanne Jugan Residence.”  
 – Mary Bartel

What Makes Our House a Home!



Please visit us at www.littlesistersofthepoordelaware.org
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For those who have recently walked the halls of our home, you may 
have noticed a flurry of activity with upgrades and improvements to 
the hallways, balconies and mall. Many of the spaces in our home have 
been well-used, and have begun to show their wear. 

We face serious structural and accessibility issues in the chapel, 
causing safety concerns for our Residents. We call our chapel the “soul 
of our home.” With physical improvements, we can eliminate some of 
the hazards that currently hinder our ability to use the space without 
concern for our Residents’ safety.

Last but not least, our home is in dire need of an emergency backup 
generator. In order to comply with state regulations, we have been 
encouraged to increase the capacity of our existing fuel tank and 
generator. A new external fuel tank paired with a higher capacity 
generator will accommodate a 96 hour run time (full load) in the event 
of a true emergency. 

Extensive efforts to raise the funds are ongoing through private 

donor contributions as well as corporate and foundation grant requests. 
Anything that you can do to help will be appreciated and repaid by 
grateful prayers.

We’ve made online donating even easier...
Check out our new donation page

Please Excuse our Appearance!

Year of Faith
Our seeds have been 
planted, now we must 
nurture them!

“I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 
all things visible and invisible.” What a special and remarkable statement 
in our Nicene Creed to reaffirm our beliefs as we complete our journey 
in this Year of Faith. Our Residents, Little Sisters, staff and volunteers 
have received countless blessings through your many deeds and offerings. 
Although not always physically present in our daily lives, your renewed 
faith in our mission flourishes throughout our home. We look forward to 
continuing this journey as we strengthen our faith together. 



With a beautiful smile and a nervous giggle, Lourdes Bulanhagui 
accepted the 2013 St. Jeanne Jugan Award on October 25th with 
our Residents and staff in attendance. 
Lourdes has worked for the Little 
Sisters as a Pantry Aid for over 14 
years and was overwhelmed with the 
recognition bestowed upon her. 

Daily interaction with the Residents 
has provided Lourdes with a sense of 
purpose, knowing her role is fulfilling 
St. Jeanne Jugan’s vision of making 
the elderly happy. There are many 
words that describe Lourdes’ character 
(accommodating, conscientious, energetic, 
independent, Resident centered) but the 

most outstanding one is compassion. Lourdes’ ability to listen to 
the concerns of our elderly family has made a positive impact on 

the care they receive.

Prior to joining the Little Sisters, Lourdes 
taught elementary school for many years in 
her home country of the Philippines. Her 
son, daughter-in-law and granddaughter 
joined her for this very special celebration. 
Unfortunately, Lourdes’ husband and 
daughter were unable to be present for her 
award presentation but they both beamed with 
pride from afar.

Lourdes, we are extremely proud of your 
accomplishments and pleased to have you 
as a recipient of this valued award.

Over the past six months, the Little Sisters, Residents and staff 
have learned first hand the gratitude of receiving gifts from our own 
neighbors at Christiana High School. Their Agriculture Department 
has a very active student body who are engaged in planting and 

cultivating their own 
garden of spring, summer 
and fall vegetables and 
plants. Their instructor, 
Mr. Richard Ferenz, 
recognized the needs of 
the Little Sisters’ home 
and graciously presented 
us with the key to gates of 
their very fruitful garden. 

Throughout the summer months and into the fall, our Residents, 
volunteers and yes, even a Little Sister or two has been seen plucking 
ripe tomatoes, egg plants, peppers, etc. to supplement the meals 
served at our home. 

This very unique gift of harvesting the students’ learning experience 
has reinforced our commitment to “loving our neighbors” by joining 
in a partnership. Our youth better understand the joys of giving back 
to the community, while the Little Sisters acknowledge the good 
works of the next generation. Thanks Christiana High School for 
being our “Good Neighbor”!

We’ve made online donating even easier...
Check out our new donation page

Living the Vision!

Harvesting the Fruits of Their Labor

JEANNE JUGAN RESIDENCE

Resident Sarah Clark with Christiana High School students Sandra Lopez and 
Yahiara Flores and  Sr. Cecile.

We 
Love

our Neighbor!!



God’s blessings 
from our Home  

to your home for 
the New Year!

Upcoming  
Events
Cooks for a Cause 
Feby’s Fishery 
(to be scheduled in February)

St. Joseph Feast Day 
March 19

Rock for the Aged 
(to be scheduled in April)

Your contributions have helped sustain 
our home at Jeanne Jugan Residence and 
we are so grateful to you for supporting 
our mission of caring for our most 
precious elderly family members. Thanks 
to you, our home has touched the lives of 
thousands of Residents and their families 
over the past three decades. Whether their 
stay in our home was brief or as long as 
30+ years, each individual was given to 
the Little Sisters and staff as a gift from 
God. 

The past several years have been 
very difficult for our elderly population 
and continue to be in the midst of these 
uncertain economic times. As always, the 
Little Sisters depend on your financial 
support – now more than ever. Your 
gift, no matter what size, is extremely 
important to our home because it has an 
immediate impact on our ability to care 
for our most needy and vulnerable family 
members.

Please consider making a year-end gift 
and returning it in the enclosed envelope. 
Your donation will make a world of 
difference as you become a partner in 
helping us to care for our family.

May God bless you during this 
Christmas Season and make you ever-
mindful of those who are the recipients of 
your generosity and friendship! Our daily 
prayers are with you and your family!

Visit us at www.littlesistersofthepoordelaware.org
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The Little Sisters and our race 
committee thank all participants, 
sponsors and volunteers who helped 
make our 2013 Nun Run event 
successful and fun. We were blessed 
with great weather and a record turnout 
of 530 registered participants! 

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of good will.”

For Our Donors
Your tax deductible charitable gifts to Jeanne 
Jugan Residence provide you valuable tax 
savings and help us to provide care for our 
neediest elderly. 

Many employers offer Matching Gift Programs. 
Please inquire with your employer. 

For more information, please call the 
Development Office at (302) 368-5886 
or email devnewark@littlesistersofthepoor.org


